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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement(s) (IDS) submitted on 02/12/2004 is/are 
acknowledged. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 
and 1.98. Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure 
statement(s). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 13 recites the limitation "said flap hinge" in the second line. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshikawa (US D 333,182). For claims 1-17, Yoshikawa shows an apparatus, as 
referenced below in Figures 1-3 and 10, configured to aid in handling, steering, 
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advancing, and positioning elongate structures through/in a vasculature region, 
comprising: top and bottom arms comprising (a) a flexible connection between said top 
and bottom arms for releasably clamping via a flap hinge, (b) grips disposed on said top 
and bottom arms on the outer facing surfaces comprising torque assisting areas, (c) 
proximal and distal slits comprising a wire channel for threading/positioning an intra- 
vasculature device when said top and bottom arms are clamped wherein said proximal 
slit is horizontally disposed within said flap hinge and said distal slit is vertically 
disposed within said clamping tongue, (d) a bottom lip disposed on said bottom arm's 
outer face, (e) a clamping tongue disposed downwardly from said top arm wherein said 
clamping tongue further comprises an integrally formed tongue clip projecting upwardly 
and inwardly and configured to snap onto said bottom lip for releasably clamping said 
flap hinge. 
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U.S. Patent Feb. 9, 1993 sheet i of 3 Des. 333,182 




FIGJO 
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7. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McGill 
et al (US 2002/0072730 A1). For claims 1-17, McGill et al discloses a guidewire 
handling manifold 118 configured to aid in steering, advancing, and positioning elongate 
structures 24 through/in a vasculature region, comprising: top 136 and bottom 138 arms 
comprising (a) a flexible connection between said top and bottom arms for releasably 
clamping via a locking flap hinge (140 and paragraph 86, 3 rd sentence), (b) grips 
disposed on said top and bottom arms on the outer facing surfaces comprising torque 
assisting areas as best seen in Figures 8A and 8B, (c) proximal and distal slits 158a, 
158c comprising a wire channel for threading/positioning an intra-vasculature device 
when said top and bottom arms are clamped wherein said proximal slit is defined inside 
the fixed limits of said flap hinge and said distal slit is defined inside the fixed limits of 
said clamping tongue, (d) a bottom lip 144,146 disposed on said bottom arm's outer 
face, (e) a clamping tongue 150,180 disposed downwardly from said top arm wherein 
said clamping tongue further comprises an integrally formed tongue clip 152 projecting 
upwardly and inwardly and configured to snap onto said bottom lip for releasably 
clamping said flap hinge. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey G. Hoekstra whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7232. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max F. Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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